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Frank J. Cirillo is a doctoral candidate in history and holder of the John L. Nau III 

Jefferson Fellowship at the University of Virginia. His dissertation “‘The Day of 

Sainthood Has Passed’: American Abolitionists and the Golden Moment of the Civil 

War, 1861-1865” examines the divisions within antislavery reform over the Union war 

effort. He received his Master’s Degree in History from the University of Virginia in 

2013 for the thesis “The Jefferson Image in the Abolitionist Mind, 1827-1860,” which 

explored abolitionists’ invocations of Thomas Jefferson. He received his Bachelor of Arts 

in History from Yale University in 2011. 

 

  


