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ESSENTIAL CIVIL WAR CURRICULUM

Slavery

By Calvin Schermerhorn, Arizona State University

Resources

If you can read only one book

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Berlin, Ira Generations of Captivity: A History of
African-American Slaves. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2003.

Books

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Baptist, Edward E.

The Half That Has Never Been Told: The
Migration That Made African America, the
United States, and the World. New York:
Basic Books, 2013.

Berlin, Ira

The Making of African America: The Four
Great Migrations. New York: Viking, 2010.

Blackburn, Robin

The American Crucible: Slavery,
Emancipation and Human Rights. New
York: Verso, 2011,

Breen, T. H. and Stephen Innes

“Myne Owne Ground”: Race & Freedom on
Virginia’s Eastern Shore, 1640-1676. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1980.

Brooks, James F.

Captives and Cousins: Slavery, Kinship, and
Community in the Southwest Borderlands.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2001.

Brown, Kathleen M.

Good Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious
Patriarchs: Gender, Race, and Power in
Colonial Virginia. Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1996.
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Camp, Stephanie M. H.

Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women &
Everyday Resistance in the Plantation South.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2004.

Cashin, Joan E.

A Family Venture: Men and Women on the
Southern Frontier. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1991.

Countryman, Edward

Enjoy the Same Liberty: Black Americans
and the Revolutionary Era. Lanham, Md.:
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2011.

Dew, Charles B.

Bond of Iron: Master and Slave at Buffalo
Forge. New York: W. W. Norton, 1994.

Deyle, Steven

Carry Me Back: The Domestic Slave Trade
in American Life. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2005.

Diouf, Sylviane

Servants of Allah: African Muslims Enslaved
in the Americas. New York: New York
University Press, 1998.

Downs, Jim

Sick from Freedom: African-American
IlIness and Suffering during the Civil War
and Reconstruction. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2012.

Dunaway, Wilma A.

The African American Family in Slavery and
Emancipation. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003.

Dusinberre, William

Them Dark Days: Slavery in the American
Rice Swamps. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1996.

Egerton, Douglas R.

Death or Liberty: African Americans and
Revolutionary America. New York: Oxford
University Press, 20009.

Fett, Sharla

Working Cures: Healing, Health, and Power
on Southern Slave Plantations. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2002.

Fields, Barbara Jeanne

Slavery and Freedom on the Middle Ground:
Maryland during the Nineteenth Century.
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1985.

Finkelman, Paul

Slavery and the Founders: Race and Liberty
in the Age of Jefferson. Armonk, NY: M. E.
Sharpe, 2001.

Fogel, Robert William

Without Consent or Contract: The Rise and
Fall of American Slavery. vol. 1. New York:
W. W. Norton, 1989.
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Follett, Richard

The Sugar Masters: Planters and Slaves in
Louisiana’s Cane World, 1820-1860. Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
2005.

Fountain, Daniel L.

Slavery, Civil War, and Salvation: African
American Slaves and Christianity, 1830-
1870. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2010.

Frey, Sylvia R. and Betty Wood

Come Shouting to Zion: African American
Protestantism in the American South and
British Caribbean to 1830. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Gallay, Alan

The Indian Slave: The Rise of the English
Empire in the American South, 1670-1717.
New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001.

Glymph, Thavolia

Out of the House of Bondage: The
Transformation of the Plantation Household.
New York: Cambridge University Press,
2008.

Gomez, Michael A.

Exchanging our Country Marks: The
Transformation of African Identities in the
Colonial and Antebellum South. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Grivno, Max

Gleanings of Freedom: Free and Slave
Labor along the Mason-Dixon Line, 1790-
1860. Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
2011.

Gudmestad, Robert H.

A Troublesome Commerce: The
Transformation of the Interstate Slave Trade.
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 2003.

Hahn, Steven

The Political Worlds of Slavery and
Freedom. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 20009.

Harris, Leslie M.

In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans
in New York City, 1626-1863. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2003.

Hoffer, Peter Charles

Cry Liberty: The Great Stono River Slave
Rebellion of 1739. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2010.

Johnson, Walter

River of Dark Dreams: Slavery and Empire
in the Cotton Kingdom. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2013.
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Soul by Soul: Life Inside the Antebellum
Slave Market. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1999,

Kaye, Anthony

Joining Places: Slave Neighborhoods in the
Old South. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2007.

King, Wilma

Stolen Childhood: Slave Youth in Nineteenth
Century America. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 2011,

Kolchin, Peter

American Slavery, 1619-1877. New York:
Hill and Wang, 1993.

Littlefield Jr., Daniel F.

Africans and Creeks: From the Colonial
Period to the Civil War. Westport, Ct.:
Greenwood Press, 1979.

Martinez, Jaime Amanda

Confederate Slave Impressment in the Upper
South. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2013.

Miles, Tiya

The Ties that Bind: The Story of an Afro-
Cherokee Family in Slavery and Freedom.
Berkeley: University of California Press,
2005.

Miller, Joseph C.

The Problem of Slavery as History: A Global
Approach. New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 2012.

Morgan, Edmund S.

American Slavery, American Freedom. New
York: W. W. Norton, 1975.

Morgan, Jennifer L.

Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender
in New World Slavery. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004.

Morgan, Philip D.

Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the
Eighteenth-Century Chesapeake and
Lowcountry. Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1998.

Oakes, James

Freedom National: The Destruction of
Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865.
New York: W. W. Norton, 2012.

O’Donovan, Susan Eva

Becoming Free in the Cotton South.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
2007.

Parent Jr., Anthony S.

Foul Means: The Formation of a Slave
Society in Virginia, 1660-1740. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2003.
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Pargas, Damian Alan

The Quarters and the Fields: Slave Families
in the Non-Cotton South. Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 2010.

Penningroth, Dylan C.

The Claims of Kinfolk: African American
Property and Community in the Nineteenth-
Century South. Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2003.

Ramey-Berry, Daina

“Swing the Sickle for the Harvest is Ripe”:
Gender and Slavery in Antebellum Georgia.
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2010.

Rockman, Seth

Scraping By: Wage Labor, Slavery, and
Survival in Early Baltimore. Baltimore: The
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008.

Rothman, Adam

Slave Country: American Expansion and the
Origins of the Deep South. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2005.

Rothman, Joshua D.

Flush Times and Fever Dreams: A Story of
Capitalism and Slavery in the Age of
Jackson. Athens: University of Georgia
Press, 2012.

Schermerhorn, Calvin

Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom:
Slavery in the Antebellum Upper South.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
2011.

Schwarz, Marie Jenkins

Born in Bondage: Growing up Enslaved in
the Antebellum South. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2001.

Sidbury, James

Becoming African in America: Race and
Nation in the Early Black Atlantic. New
York: Oxford University Press, 20009.

Smithers, Gregory D.

Slave Breeding: Sex, Violence, and Memory
in African American History. Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2012.

Snyder, Christina

Slavery in Indian Country: The Changing
Face of Captivity in Early America.
Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University
Press, 2010.

Stanley, Amy Dru

From Bondage to Contract: Wage Labor,
Marriage, and the Market in the Age of Slave
Emancipation. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1998.
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Stevenson, Brenda E.

Life in Black and White: Family and
Community in the Slave South. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1996.

Tadman, Michael

Speculators and Slaves: Masters, Traders,
and Slaves in the Old South. Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1996.

Van Cleve, George William

A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and
the Constitution in the Early American
Republic. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2010.

Walsh, Lorena S.

Motives of Honor, Pleasure, and Profit:
Plantation Management in the Colonial
Chesapeake, 1607-1763. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2010.

White, Deborah Gray

Ar’n’t I A Woman?: Female Slaves in the
Plantation South. 2nd ed. New York: W. W.
Norton, 1999.

Williams, Heather Andrea

Help Me to Find My People: The African
American Search for Family Lost in Slavery.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2012.

Organizations
Web Resources
Other Sources

Scholars

Name

Email

Calvin Schermerhorn

j.schermerhorn@asu.edu
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