
Essential Civil War Curriculum | Bruce Tap, The Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War | July 2013 

 

  

 

 

Essential Civil War Curriculum | Copyright 2013 Virginia Center for Civil War Studies at Virginia Tech                    Page 1 of 3 

 

 

Amateurs at War: The Joint Committee 

on the Conduct of the War, 1861-1865 
 

By Bruce Tap, Associate Faculty, University of Phoenix 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author  Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Tap, Bruce  Over Lincoln’s Shoulder: The Committee on 

the Conduct of the War. Lawrence: 

University Press of Kansas, 1998. 

 

Books 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Doyle, Elisabeth Joan  “The Conduct of the War, 1861.” In Arthur 

M. Schlesinger, Jr. and Roger Bruns, eds. 

Congress Investigates: A Documentary 

History. New York: Chelsea House, 1975, 

1197-1232. 

Pierson, William Whately  “The Committee on the Conduct of the 

War,” American Historical Review 23, no. 3 

(April 1918): 550-76. 

Reid, Brian Holden  “Historians and the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War, 1861-1865,” Civil War 

History 38, no. 3 (September 1992): 319-41. 

Tap, Bruce “Amateurs at War:  Abraham Lincoln and 

the Committee on the Conduct of the War,” 

Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association 

23, no.2 (Summer 2002): 1-18. 

———. “Inevitability, Masculinity, and the American 

Military Tradition: The Committee on the 

Conduct of the War Investigates the 

American Civil War,” American Nineteenth 
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Century History 5, no. 2 (2004): 19-46. 

Trefousse, Hans L.  The Radical Republicans: Lincoln’s 

Vanguard for Racial Justice.  New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 1969. 

———. “The Joint Committee on the Conduct of the 

War—a Reassessment.” Civil War History 

10, no.1 (March 1969): 5-19. 

Williams, T. Harry  The Committee on the Conduct of the War.” 

Journal of the American Military Institute 3 

(1939): 139-56. 

 

Reports of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War 

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct 

of the War, H.R. Rep. No. 37(2) (1863), 3 parts. 

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct 

of the War: Fort Pillow Massacre, H.R. Rep. No. 38(1)-65 (1864). 

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct 

of the War: Returned Prisoners, H.R. Rep. No. 38(1)-67 (1864). 

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct 

of the War, H.R. Rep. No. 38(2) (1865), 3 parts. 

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Supplemental Report of the Joint Committee 

on the Conduct of the War, S. Rep. No. 38(2)-142 (1865), 2 vols. 

 

Organizations 

Web Resources 

URL Name and description 

http://www.paperlessarchives.com/cw-

congress-joint-committee.html  

This website offers a complete copy of all 

reports of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War on CD for $12.95. 

http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/histor

y/common/investigations/JointCommittee_

ConductofWar.htm  

United States Senate Overview of the Joint 

Committee on the Conduct of the War. 

http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm0

2wargoog  

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1863 

part 1. 

http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm0

8wargoog 

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1863 

part 2. 

http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm0 Report of the Joint Committee on the 

http://www.paperlessarchives.com/cw-congress-joint-committee.html
http://www.paperlessarchives.com/cw-congress-joint-committee.html
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/investigations/JointCommittee_ConductofWar.htm
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/investigations/JointCommittee_ConductofWar.htm
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/investigations/JointCommittee_ConductofWar.htm
http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm02wargoog
http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm02wargoog
http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm08wargoog
http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm08wargoog
http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm03wargoog
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3wargoog  Conduct of the War readable on line - 1863 

part 3. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-

idx?c=moa;idno=AAW7861 

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1864 

parts 1 and 2. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY370

9.0002.001  

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1865 

Volume 1. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY370

9.0003.001  

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1865 

Volume 2. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY370

9.0004.001/3 

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1865 

Volume 3.  

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY370

9.0001.001/5  

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1866 

Volume 1. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY220

0.0001.001  

Report of the Joint Committee on the 

Conduct of the War readable on line - 1866 

Volume 2. 

 

Other Sources 

Scholars 

Name Email 

Bruce Tap Brucetap1@aol.com  
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http://archive.org/details/reportjointcomm03wargoog
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=moa;idno=AAW7861
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=moa;idno=AAW7861
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0002.001
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0002.001
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0003.001
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0003.001
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0004.001/3
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0004.001/3
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0001.001/5
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY3709.0001.001/5
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY2200.0001.001
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ABY2200.0001.001
mailto:Brucetap1@aol.com

