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Civil War Medicine 

By Bonnie Brice Dorwart, M.D., FACP 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author  Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Dorwart, Bonnie Brice Death is in the Breeze: Disease during the 

American Civil War. Frederick, Maryland: 

National Museum of Civil War Medicine 

Press, 2009. 

 

Books 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Boland, F.K. The First Anesthetic: The Story of Crawford 

Long. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 

1950. 

Dammann, G.E. Pictorial Encyclopedia of Civil War Medical 

Instruments and Equipment. Missoula, MT: 

Pictorial Histories Publishing, 1997, 2:29-31. 

Dorwart, B.B. Carson’s Materia Medica of 1851: An 

Annotation. Bala Cynwyd, PA: WVD Press, 

2003. 

Duffy, J. The Sanitarians: A History of American 

Public Health. Champaign: University of 

Illinois Press, 1990. 

Flannery, M.A. Civil War Pharmacy:  A History of Drugs, 

Drug Supply and Provision, and 

Therapeutics for the Union and Confederacy. 

New York:  Pharmaceutical Products Press, 

2004. 

Hasegawa, G.R. and F.T. Hambrecht “The Confederate Medical Laboratories” 

Southern Medical Journal, 96:1221 (2003). 
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Schwartz, Gerald, ed. A Woman Doctor’s Civil War, Esther Hill 

Hawks’ Diary. Columbia: University of 

South Carolina Press, 1984. 

Slawson, R.G. Prologue to Change: African Americans in 

Medicine in the Civil War Era. Frederick, 

MD: National Museum of Civil War 

Medicine Press, 2006. 

———. “Medical Training in the United States Prior 

to the Civil War,” Journal of Evidence-

Based Complementary & Alternative 

Medicine, 17 no.1 (January 2012). 

 

Organizations 

Web Resources 

URL Name and description 

http://www.civilwarmed.org/  The National Museum of Civil War 

Medicine (NMCWM) is the only non-

governmental museum devoted to Civil War 

Medicine in the United States. The museum 

contains exhibits, vintage tents and 

ambulances. It holds an annual meeting with 

peer-reviewed abstracts and it operates the 

NMCWM Press. 
48 East Patrick Street Frederick, MD 21705 

(301) 695-1864. 10:00-5:00 M-S 11:00-5:00 

Sun.  

http://www.civilwarsurgeons.org/  The specific goal of The Society of Civil 

War Surgeons is to promote, in both 

members as well as the general public, a 

deep and abiding appreciation for rich 

medical heritage of the American Civil War. 

Peer reviewed papers are published quarterly 

and an annual meeting is held with peer 

reviewed abstracts. 

 

Other Sources  

Scholars 

Name Email 

http://www.civilwarmed.org/
http://www.civilwarsurgeons.org/
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Dr. Bonnie Brice Dorwart dorwart@verizon.net  

Dr. Alfred Jay Bollet ajbollet@gmail.com  
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