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Donald Rakestraw is the University College Professor of American Studies at Winthrop
University. He received his PhD in U.S. Diplomatic History from the University of
Alabama in 1991 and is the author of a number of books and articles on nineteenth
century U.S. foreign relations including For Honor or Destiny: The Anglo-American
Crisis over the Oregon Territory (New York: Peter Lang, 1995) and Prologue to
Manifest Destiny: Anglo-American Relations in the 1840s (United States: Scholarly
Resources, 1997). He is author and contributing editor on “Civil War Diplomacy,” in
Robert L Bersner, ed., American Foreign Relations since1600: A Guide to the Literature
Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2003).
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