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Dr. Richard H. Owens is Professor of history at West Liberty University, where he also 

served as president from 2001-06.  He earned his B.A. at Manhattan College, M.A. at Old 

Dominion University, and doctorate in United States history at the University of 

Maryland.  He is the author of several books, including: Rogue State (on West Virginia 

Statehood),  A Biography of General and Ambassador Horace Porter, 1837-1921: 

Vigilance and Virtue  (Porter was a Civil War General and U.S. Ambassador to France), 

The Neutrality Imperative (on American foreign policy),  Peaceful Warrior (a monograph 

on Horace Porter’s diplomatic career); and three historical novels:  Potomac: A Story of 

America in 1940,   Knightime (set in the Civil War and WWII),  and  Conspiracy of 

Terror;  plus several articles, including:  “An Astonishing Career: Horace Porter and the 

U.S. Civil War,” "His More Distant Hero: Horace Porter and Abraham Lincoln," and 

"Autumn Before the Fall: Affirmation of Union Victory, November-December, 1864," 

and other historical articles.  In 1993, Owens served as historian and commentator for “A 

Nation Divided,” a BBC radio production on the U.S. Civil War.      

 

  


